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Text: 
Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me. 21: I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, 
then Christ is dead in vain. 

Introduction 
As we saw last time, Paul reviewed the great doctrine of justification by faith. He clearly taught 
that a man is not justified by his works but by faith in Christ alone. Now, he anticipated the Ju-
daizers to object to his teaching of justification by faith alone. He anticipated that the Judaizers 
might argue that the doctrine of justification by faith alone without the works of the law makes 
Christ a promoter of sin. They might argue that it encourages sin, lawlessness, and ungodly liv-
ing? 

Galatians 2:17 … is therefore Christ the minister of sin? And what is Paul’s response? God for-
bid! May it never be! Absolutely not! Paul answers this objection with a strong and forceful, 
“No!” Justification by grace alone, through faith alone, and in Christ alone does not lead to li-
centious living, but instead it leads to godly living. Paul argues that free and gracious justifica-
tion of sinners does not encourage lawlessness on the contrary, it produces righteousness and 
obedience in the believers. As someone pointed out, “Actually, grace inspires us even more be-
cause it is based on love and freedom, not slavery to the “rules” and trying to earn God’s favor. 
The basis of our lives is actually Christ living His life through us. So, it is not us doing it but 
Christ living in us (Galatians 2:19-20). You will find a much more fruitful life living by grace.”

I like that, “The basis of our lives is actually Christ living His life through us. So, it is not us do-
ing it but Christ living in us.” This is the big idea in Galatians 2:20, it is “Christ liveth in 
me!” That’s what I invite you to consider this morning. Let’s look at this verse in three headings, 
namely, the Position of Believers, the Paradox of the Believers, and the Power of the Believers.

I - The Position of the Believer 
Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ ... 
Here is the great secret of how the Christian life is to be lived. Before you and I can live a 
Christ-honoring life, we must know of our identification with Christ. This is the great secret of 
experiencing victory—it is identifying with Christ and His cross. That’s what the great apostle 



Paul’s point when he said, “I am crucified with Christ.” There are several places in the Bible 
where  Paul speaks of believers being crucified with Christ or having died with Christ.
Colossians 2:20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as 
though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,

2 Timothy 2:11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him:

Now, Paul is not saying he was literally crucified along with Christ. He is not saying he was 
physically nailed to the cross when Christ was nailed to the cross. He is speaking symbolically. 
The phrase “crucified with Christ” is symbolic for a spiritual truth. We can see this more clearly 
in ... 
Romans 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized 
into his death? 4: Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life. 5: For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection: 6: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

So, when Paul said “I am crucified with Christ,” he is not saying that he was crucified on a cross 
when Jesus was crucified on a cross. That is not what Paul is saying, rather he is speaking of his 
union with Christ, of his unity with Christ, and this is to point out that whatever Jesus Christ 
experienced, Paul also experienced. As believers in Christ, we are spiritually connected with 
Christ and so as we read in Romans 6:3-6, when Jesus died, we died with Him; when Jesus was 
buried, we were buried with Him; and when Jesus rose, we rose with Him. This truth applies to 
all born again believers in Christ.
Galatians 5:24 And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

And being crucified with Christ, we are dead to the law. In other words, because we were 
crucified with Christ and died with Christ, we are no longer under the penalty of the law. 
That’s because the penalty was completely paid by Christ on our behalf. He paid the debt we 
owed with His blood. If you remember when he was hanging on the cross before He gave up the 
ghost, our Lord cried, “It is finished!” Meaning, “It is fully paid.” Those victorious words declare 
that He has completely and absolutely paid the penalty of sin on our behalf.

So, not only did Christ die for you and for me, but we believers also have died with Him, spiritu-
ally speaking. And when does this happen? The moment you believe and trust the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your substitute. The moment you believe Him as the One who took your place on the 
cross. Thomas Constable explains it this way, “When a person trusts Christ, God identifies him 
or her with Christ not only in the present and future but also in the past. The believer did what 
Christ did. When Christ died, I died. When Christ arose from the grave, I arose to newness of 
life. My old self-centered life died when I died with Christ. His Spirit-directed life began in me 
when I arose with Christ. Therefore, in this sense the Christian’s life is really the life of Christ.”



This brings us to the next heading ... 
II - The Paradox of the Believer’s Life 
Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live ... 
Because of his identification with Christ, Paul asserts that he has been crucified with Christ and 
that he is dead to the law. Then after having said that he is dead, Paul now says that he 
lives. Huh? Here is one of the many paradoxes of the Christian life. A paradox is a statement 
that seems to be contradictory and yet is true. The Bible is filled with paradoxes. Let me give 
you some examples:

Last yet first:
Matthew 20:16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen.

Weak yet strong:
2 Corinthians 12:10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in per-
secutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.

Less yet more:
Acts 20:35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and 
to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.

Losing yet finding:
Matthew 16:25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake shall find it.

Sorrowful yet rejoicing:
2 Corinthians 6:10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing all things.

Poor yet rich 
2 Corinthians 6:10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing all things.

Here in our text, Paul gives us yet another paradox. Dead yet alive! “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless, I live!”  Paul declares that he is dead and yet alive. Crucified with Christ, and yet at 
the same time risen with Christ in newness of life! This is what the true gospel does, it will put 
you to death that you might be alive to live a new life. This is the power of the gospel! The 
gospel of Jesus Christ will put you to death so that you might live for God. Paul realized that 
having been justified by grace alone, through faith alone, and in Christ alone, he is now a man 
dead to the law, dead to sin, dead to self, and dead to the world, but alive unto God, alive unto 
righteousness.



As Paul recognizes the truth that his old man was crucified with Christ, he expresses his passion 
to live for God, “nevertheless I live!” 

Jack Arnold writes, “The charge that justification by faith encourages a person to sin was ridicu-
lous. Those who thought that the gospel of grace invited men to sin did not understand justifica-
tion at all. Justification is the result of union with Christ and union with Christ not only gives us 
a position before God but also affects our character. We are justified in Christ. Our justification 
takes place when we are united to Christ by faith. One who is united to Christ is never the same 
person again. He is changed by a supernatural work of God. Not only is a person’s standing 
changed but also his character is changed. To talk of going back to the old life on a permanent 
basis and sinning habitually as one pleases is impossible if one has truly been justified through 
union with Christ.”

2 Corinthians 5:15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. 
This is Paul’s passion. This ought to be our passion—to live for God; to live for Christ. If you 
have been justified by faith, you belong to Jesus Christ who died for you that you might live not 
only through Him but also for Him. Now, live unto God, live unto Him, live for His glory.

III - The Power of the Believer 
Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me. 
Now after stating a paradox of the Christian’s life—dead to the law, to sin, to self, and to the 
world yet alive to God and righteousness, and after stating his passion—to live unto God, Paul 
now gives the principle and the power for living unto God. “Yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” 

Here Paul reminds us that we don’t live the Christian life in our own strength, but “Christ 
liveth in me.” God does not expect us to live the Christian life by our own ability and power, 
but by His power and enablement. Not only is Paul no longer living for himself, but also there 
is One living in him. There is One empowering him, motivating, guiding him, and living His life 
in him and through him and it is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. Being crucified with 
Christ, the Christian is no longer under and bound by legalistic law but is bound to Jesus 
Christ who gives him the desire to live unto God and obey the law of Christ.

“... the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” 
The Christian life is lived by faith in the living and resurrected Christ. It is a life of faith from 
start to finish. We begin in faith, we continue in faith, and we finish in faith!



Colossians 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 7: Rooted 
and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving. 
But understand it is not simply faith in faith. The faith that saves and enables us to live the 
Christian life has an object and the object of faith is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Faith in the 
One who loved us and gave Himself for us. Observe that there is no mention of circumcision, no 
mention of the keeping of any other Mosaic Law. It is simply by faith in the Jesus Christ alone. 
In Paul’s words, “I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

Closing Thoughts 
Do you notice how personal Paul is in this verse? Let’s read the text again but this time note how 
many times he used the pronoun ‘I’ or ‘me.’ “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”
In this one verse alone, Paul uses ‘I’ or ‘me’ eight times. Paul talks much about himself in this 
verse and yet he is not drawing attention to himself. On the contrary, he is drawing attention 
to Christ. It is all about Jesus Christ and what Christ has done in Paul's life. Paul recognizes that 
he is the recipient of God’s grace, and that grace enables him to live unto God and for Christ. 
May we follow the example of Paul!

Then Paul closes this chapter in verse 21 with these words, “I do not frustrate the grace of God: 
for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” Paul returns to the central 
issue. Paul’s main point in this verse is if we can be justified through the law by keeping the law, 
then Christ died for nothing. If we can be made right with God by keeping the law, then there 
was no need for Christ to die. If what the Judaizers were insisting and teaching was right, that 
men can save themselves by their own good works, then the crucifixion resulting in the death of 
Christ was the biggest mistake in the history of the mankind.

But as believers we know that Christ has not died in vain. He is our sin-bearing Saviour who 
took upon Himself our sins and died in our place that by grace alone, through faith alone, and in 
Christ alone we are saved. Salvation is based upon the grace of God alone. God calls to us 
through the apostle Paul fully trust in the work of Jesus Christ on the cross for us. God calls us to 
live a life of freedom under the grace of God. He calls us to declare as Paul did, “I am crucified 
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 

That’s freedom! Once you have truly experienced this glorious freedom, you will never be the 
same and you would never want to go back under that horrible slavery, either to sin or to the law! 

AMEN!


